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CAN YOU GROW WHEAT FOR £50 PER TONNE?

A few people claim to be able to grow wheat for Are bread and cakes cheaper today than they were a
only £50 per tonne AND NOT GO BUST. year ago? No of course not. These producers got

their prices up a year ago when prices were higher
Four tonne per acre at £50 is only £200 per acre, and they are not going to bring them down niow
so not much to spend on fertiliser, chemicals or Wel | t hey shouldndt, sHo

cultivation, let along combining costs and fixed |, | akes NO difference to the average househdld
costs. food cost, most of that money will be spent on the
nonfood items such as clothes, cosmetics, cleanirg,
utilities, rent/mortgage, booze etc.

The answerisNOy ou s houl dndt . Same principle applies of course to milk, fruit anf
veg. (carrots, snips, sprouts) all endure severe prjce
pressurel it is not necessary and it will be to the
detriment of the industry if you cannot make a
decent profit, that will allow you to fmvest. Even
when some items are higher, beef for example, it
all out of balance, store cattle are so high that it
nigh on impossible to buy keep and fatten them
and then sell them for more than a £50 per hepd
margin- £50 after the investment of £1,000 = 5%.
You need 15% minimum and 20% would be¢
sensible. Another £150 per head on the sale price
would make no difference to the end products, be| it
topside, burgers, steaks or pies.
Why should you have to produce a valuable

commodity for next to nothing? Nobody else in the

food chain will be making less profit. The millers SO WHAT DO WE DO?

will take their costs, overheads and mark The

manufacturers of bread, cakes, pies and the rest @ome pretty radical marketing is called for.
the amazing array of foods produced from the

Should you have to do that?
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S
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various varieties of wheat, will make their margins . You dondt have ateo |gr
(unless they too are squeezed by the major all you do get a pretty nice sum anyway
supermarkets). and especially if you are in

And, vyes, those incredibly clever conglomerates Stewardship etc. (although | think these
called Tesco, ASDA, Sainsbury and the like, will for schemes stink).

sure make their profits and plenty of it. So should

you! It doesndt make sec._Yoduhdongbuhaheut 8| 9
growing this incredibly valuable and versatile food You have the right to say no.

source for nothing, the difference that £80 per tonne

to £120 per tonne would make on bread, cakes arddot easy if you owe your suppliers, bank etc aryd
food in genera' |S Virtua"y noth|ng need money fOI’ WageS, d|ese|, me and the I|ke

When you need to use LImeSLAGIT -




GET MARKETING WHAT NEXT?
But if you all shut your barn doors for one monthAt the end of 2008, after the

( November would do it ) reostdfansgstic tharvésh oheé . I bet
would go up then and pretty damn quick. Do theworld had ever had, the
same again in March (Easter) and you will findwor | d 6 s stockpiles of

yourself in profit. But you all have to do it. No were at their third lowest
messingi they will not be able to import it this level since World War II.
Country is brokei no credit and the weak pound
will prevent any major imports. The Chinese people have
i discovered the joy of eating
hamburgers and everything
else you might have heard
about agriculture 1
irrelevant. Neither genetic
engineering nor controlling the weather will prever
food prices from soaring

Mervyn King, Govenor o=
the Bank of England saiq/&|§
A weak pound helps make ==
British goods cheaper in
foreign markets, boosting
imports. But it also makes it g
more expensive to import eve
day goods, which runs the ris
of creating i

ADD VALUE

Get marketingibef or e you s el IAddaalug with addeg minerats dike setenium, iodin
get what you need to make a profit on at least 50%nd calcium.  These important minerals hav
ofyourcropi DONO T GRO . Substantial health giving properties and are essen

: ; g antroxidants in the body. They also produc
't simply doe S.' K Gitantin€ that fill chrtrol cﬂ)r/écﬁyvl\he dreaded cance
Stuff in the hope that some k.' cells. In the next two years people will ask for thes
merchant company will come callir_, minerals to be included in their foédeasy you can
and offer you a decent price for

This only happens if some other (RS do it.

sod somewhere else in the world egve: Late
Blight Tomatoes i

taken a severe hit because of weathgka wheat for bread making, but mineral rich potatog
and vegetables with flavour and milk from grass fe

| 'am still convinced that farming has a rosy and.,s producing high quality butter fats that actual
profitable future. Have we reached peak oil? If noty5\e anticholesterol properties.

we are very close and then watch out as oil prices

double, triple and quadruple. It will happen, it BUT YOU NEED TO LEARN:
always does on any item that is only going tc 0
become less and less available. China, India, Sot . How to grow |t,
America all want a higher standard of living anc it
they will have to have the money to buy it. (After * How to markgt It’
all there are more of them, they work harder and d . How to pack If.
not pay the lazy buggers that will not work.) Two,

three, four years max, 2012 | reckoryear of the BUT ONLY IF YOU WANT TO.

Olympics.  You should be
able to make a lot of money, AUNT AGGIE SHE SAY -

@5) just by being paid a fair sum| g \wimmun luv the simple things in le
for the crops you

GRANFAR HE SAY -

Al f wi mmun KkKknow g
they ask so many questions?

Soil Fertility Services Limited, Mill Farm Barns, Mill Road, Shouldham Thorpe, King's Lynn, Norfolk PE33 OEA
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Some of our best growers already do and not onlyj|i
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