
We spend thousands of pounds every year on     

looking after our horses, we buy the best feed, the 

best tack and the best of everything else and yet 

most of us don't even think if our horses or ponies 

are grazing on good nutritious grass.  
 

Your soil must be correctly balanced to feed through 

and ensure improved grass health.  It also gives you: 

improved palatability 

optimised health of your horses or ponies  

healthy grass and animals your soil must be    

correctly balanced. 

assurance that our animals are content 

Reduced vet bills 

Improved conception rates 

The assurance of a good start for foals both     

unborn and born 
 

 

 

 

 

1. Soil Audits  -  Identify all ratios and trace       

elements  

2. Grass/Hay Mineral Analysis  -  Identify trace  

element levels  

3. Apply óBetter Grassô in spring and autumn 

4. Re-test Grass levels in autumn 

5. Use Aerator on a regular basis to improve         

nitrogen fixing 

 

 

 

 

These are an important part of your horse/pony 

development and are needed in all areas of its 

growth.  For example, they are needed to help your 

horse mature, help prevent health problems and 

maintain energy and performance. 
 

Horse nutrition minerals means providing your 

horse with the proper balance of minerals and not 

just guesswork at what the right amounts are.     

Deciphering all the information on this subject can 

be confusing.  We analysis what is in the hay and 

what is in your grass so we can tell you exactly 

what minerals your horse/pony is getting. 
 

There are two types of minerals, macrominerals 

and microminerals.  Macrominerals are usually 

called trace elements, these include calcium,     

magnesium, potassium, phosphorus and sodium.  

Macrominerals are extremely important in bone 

development, bone formation, muscle and nervous 

tissues, maintainance for adequate cellular pH and 

more importantly for horses that work hard or 

sweat a lot. 
 

Microminerals are Iron, Zinc, Iodine, Copper, 

Manganese, Selenium and Cobalt.  These minerals 

are equally as important for blood haemoglobin, 

healthy hooves and coat, cartilage development 

and utilisation of iron, hormone thyroxine,         

synthesis of vitamin B12 and most important of all 

the immune system, reproduction and growth. 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Good or Bad Grazing? 

 

  

ON THE HOOF!  
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ñRace horse mares just clean all 

of the paddock and yearlings 

are so much strongerò  

 

Says Farm Manager,  

Racing Stables York. 

Lets go find some decent grazing? 

5 Steps to improved  

animal health 

Nutrition Minerals  



Your horses/ponies obviously receive some minerals 

from hay, grain and grass.  It is essential to know the    

nutritional value of what your horses/ponies are   

eating.  The only way to find out this information is 

to have it analysed. 

A calcium or phosphorus deficiency can result 

in rickets and fragile bones especially in foals 

and lameness and fractures in older horses.  The 

calcium and phosphorus ratio should always be 

1.5:1 to 2:1.  Bones will be weakened if your 

horse received more phosphorus than calcium. 

A potassium deficiency can result in decreased 

appetite, fatigue and weight loss which can     

effect your horseôs heart. 

A magnesium deficiency can result in muscle 

tremors and nervousness. 

A copper deficiency can result in                   

developmental bone disorders and anaemia.   

A sodium deficiency can result in a decreased 

appetite and water consumption leading to      

dehydration. 

An iron deficiency can result in a weak or   

anaemic horse whereby too much iron may   

possibly result in death. 

A zinc deficiency can result in decreased        

appetite and reproductive growth as well as hoof 

and coat problems.  Too much zinc may result in                 

developmental leg disorders. 

A manganese deficiency can result in cartilage 

and bone problems. 

An iodine deficiency can result in mares being     

unable to regulate their cycles and give birth to 

foals that are weak or even stillborn.  It can also 

result in goiter. 

A Selenium deficiency can result in muscle          

disorders in foals and adults.  Too much          

selenium can result in abdominal pain, diarrhea, 

blindness, lethargy and in chronic cases hair loss 

and signs of laminitis. 

A cobalt deficiency can result in a vitamin B12    

deficiency and anaemia but this condition is rare 

in horses. 
 

We know that you will probably feel concerned 

about what you are feeding to your horses/ponies  

after reading this and although it is important for 

you to know the results you also need to know how 

(if you wish) to put it right.   
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So How Important Is It? 

We    are    offering    to   you                        
 

 

 

FREE OF CHARGE                            

 
a package worth £399  

 
includes testing 2 soil samples  

and a haylage sample  

(provided the hay has been grown on 
your own land)   

see for yourself the quality of your 

grazing etc.   
You will also get recommendations to 

put right any nutrient balancing issues 

that need addressing. 
 

 

PHONE US NOW  

FOR YOUR INFORMATION PACK 

AND SAMPLE BAGS 

ON: 01366 347247 

The Royal Studs, Sandringham 

used Better Grass for the first 

time this year and initial results 

show improved grass and they 

are going to carry on using the 

system in 2010. Effects of Deficiencies 

Our Offer To You Worth £399 

 


