
Oilseed rape thrives in soils with good 

levels of calcium, phosphate and bo-

ron plus manganese, magnesium, sil-

ica and sulphur.  Basic Slag will  provide all of 

these and more  ï  much more, in fact all that your 

crops require except nitrogen and maybe potassium, 

these should be applied as required in the Spring.  
 

LOW COST ESTABLISHMENT  

Most oilseed rape is drilled too thick.  The plant 

should have room to breath, branch out and produce 

pods in the lower levels. 
 

Use the Independent Soils Services low cost system to     

establish the crops in rows, thinly with a deep, deep 

root system. 
 

STEP ONE  -  Stubble Management 

After cereals, if possible combine to leave long stub-

ble or remove the straw, sell it, but be careful not to    

compact the soil with bale handlers. Better to take the 

bales to the edge of the field. DO NOT stack in the 

middle of the field, this is just too much traffic in one 

area. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

STEP TWO  -  Tramlines 

Subsoil and level tramlines, use the same tramlines for 

the next crop. If they were right last season they will 

be right again. 

 

 

 

STEP THREE  -  Straw Decomposition 
 

Optional, if straw is not removed or a lot of trash, 

spread straw and trash over the field evenly, go        

diagonally with a wide rake then apply óBio-Mulchô at 

50 litres per hectare in water, to supply beneficial straw 

decomposers with a food source for the beneficial soil 

organisms  (Ask for more information). 
 

STEP FOUR  -  Drilling  
 

Drill crop using a sub-soiler seeder as in photo. The 

seed should be applied behind the tine onto the soil, 

which has stopped moving and lightly pressed in or 

covered. Drill at only low seed rate to obtain the best 

crop density. Your seeds will germinate, you cannot 

stop them and they will put a DEEP tap root right 

down the sub-soiler tine mark. 
 

STEP FIVE  -  Weed Control 
 

Post drilling ï pre emergence, spray weeds with       

glyphosate, for maximum benefit add 5 lt/ha óHumic 

Soil Conditionerô or óBio-Mulchô. 
 

STEP SIX  -  Other Crops 
 

WAIT - your crop will look brilliant, as in photo.   

You can use this   system for ALL crops. 
 

For winter wheat use a spreader to put the seed in 15 

cm (6ò) bands and reduce drilling rates. 
 

For beans drop seed down sub-soiler tine. 
 

The sub-soiler drill can easily be made or adapted from 

a sub-soiler frame, use tines that will not bring up 

clods. You are not pan busting, just creating an easy 

point of entry for your crops to put down a deep root 

system. 
 

If you need to sub-soil, then sub-soil to overcome a 

pan, not many fields have that problem ï do not waste 

power on  doing something that is not necessary. 
 

One pass drilling into an aerated soil will produce the 

best crops at the lowest cost. 
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