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What do we mean by this phrase? 

Bio = Living  Logical ð Because it is! 

Next year we will need a bigger venue and we hope    
to get a couple of key note speakers, so whichever   
way you look at it, biological farming is growing. 
Speaker after speaker said their farming is now more 
interesting, they are enjoying the challenge of working 
with nature, learning about their soil health, plant 
health and nutritional value of their produce, growing 
crops that stock want to eat and that people benefit 
from - ALL AT NO EXTRA COST! 

 

 

You start where you are with a spade, dig down and 
have a look at what is going on in the rooting area     
of your crops. Is it easy to dig? Is there compaction or 
a pan? How many earthworms do you have? Take    
soil samples in the 2 to 5 inches depth and repeat the 
exercise 10 to 12 times over the field. If the soil varies, 
keep the samples separate. If you are working in          
a growing crop in say April/May then take plant     
samples from the same area that you take the soil. 
Send them all in and we will run a detailed soil or plant 
audit. You may be very surprised at the different   
messages you get from the soil and the plant. 

How it works: 

1.  A full and detailed soil analysis with  
 recommendations for soil mineral balancing 

as far as is practical, plus plant analysis. 
 
 

2.  Application of soil feeders as required. 
 

3.  Use of plant growth stimulants with  

    megabacters. 
 

4.  Use of Bio-N to fix nitrogen naturally. 
 

5.  Use of ôFlexõ Amino nitrogen to build protein. 

Introduce cover cropping and sub-soiling into the  
rotation; use min-till : no-till as much as possible, 
ploughing is okay if and as necessary. Learn how to be 
kind to your soil - use Bio-Mulch /Humic SC to feed the 
soil. Learn how to ask the plant what is needed and 
then feed the plant as required. 
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This does not mean farming without the chemistry 
that we now know, but farming more sympathetically 
and with more awareness of what is going on under 
our feet. 

We recently attended The Real Oxford Farming          
Conference. It is split into 2 sections; you have the real 
farmers discussing real farming issues, mostly to        
do with soil and plant/animal health matters and    
averaged about 120 people per day, then the others, 
the small scale farming enterprises with speakers      
on subjects as diverse as Agro-forestry and  Mob-
grazing, with 300 delegates. At the same time just 
across the street was the ôproperõ Oxford Farming 
Conference with the NFU and Politicians charging 
£350 per ticket and  similar numbers of delegates. 

I guess it is a case of where do you want to be seen,  
with our motley bunch ð we have farmers with 10,000 
acres down to 8 acres, wanting to know how they can 
do it better; how they can move away from intensive 
chemical application; how they can improve their soil 
health; how they can make more money from the 
crops they grow (adding value, selling direct) etc, or 
with the ôpro-chemical, highly political, mainstream 
farming lobby. 

Magdalen College Oxford Janô14 - Real Oxford Farming Conference. 



Our History 

My own background is from conventional 

farming and from the age of 25 to 47 I    

was involved in making fertiliser blends, 

on prescription, to farmers in and around 

Norfolk. I was doing a lot of soil analysis 

but no one could tell me anything about 

the life in the soil. We were taught to put on what the 

crop needed and never how to balance the soil. We tested 

for pH and applied lime to cure acidity ï we never knew 

what caused the acidity in the first place! Ploughing was 

an art and most farmers enjoyed the skill of ploughing a 

straight furrow. There were of course a lot more people 

per acre and farms were much smaller than they are   

today. 

We were very progressive and we ran a fleet of big 

spreaders to apply blends direct from mix plant to the 

field; we had the worldôs biggest boom spreader and 

could apply nitrogen top dressing at 30 mph with an 18m 

spread. I donôt think anyone can do better than that    

today. The key was keeping the 8 tonne body loaded and 

we did this with a high tip trailer. 

We never got a yield response to any P or K fertiliser 

except for potatoes, but there was always a response to 

nitrogen. In 1990 I met Jerry Stoller who was over in    

the UK from the USA and was advising on the             

importance of trace minerals and suggesting we should 

put up a  liquid fertiliser plant to ócomplexô nitrogen with 

magnesium and trace minerals ï what today is the óFlexô 

system.  

It was in 1995 I went to Australia to look at the           

biological methods being employed and it was there I 

was introduced to óThe life in the soilô, óThe importance 

of earthwormsô and óHow to feed the Soilô. I was keen to 

introduce these ideas back home but I had a lot more to 

learn. I then made contact with Neil Kinsey and went to 

the USA to meet him and a number of other ósoil gurusô.  

With the help of these soil doctors and my friend Neil 

Fuller, we introduced the idea of soil nutrient balancing 

and feeding the soil to UK farmers. We had a stand at 

The Cereal Event in 1996 and I am delighted to say that 

some of the people that saw us there are still friends and 

clients today.  

It was not until I met Elaine Ingham of óThe Soil Food 

Webô that we really began to understand how our soils 

work and what makes plants grow. Elaine wanted me to 

put in a soil food web laboratory, but just could not see 

how we could ever get our money back and as we didnôt 

have any money, it never happened. 

In the contravening time we have grown from 5 members 

of staff to over 20; moved offices 5 times and now are 

based over 2 separate sites. We have a team of Soil    

Specialists based around the country, have trained over 

10 people some of whom have now been with the       

company for 10 years, and we have watched Bio-Logical 

Agriculture go from ómuck and magicô to mainstream 

practices. 

 

During the time that we have pioneered the ideas of 

farming with regards to óThe life in the soilô, we have 

learned how to balance soil chemistry, how to feed the 

plant, how to use live cultures to prevent disease, how to 

ófixô nitrogen, how to reduce the damaging effect of   

modern chemicals, how to reduce reliance  on fungicides, 

how to improve plant health, how to increase protein in 

cereals and grass, how to improve mineral levels in all 

crops, how to improve stock health, with the ultimate aim 

to improve the mineral content of the food we provide to 

our consumers. So bio-logical farming for me has been 

an exciting  adventure over the past 18 years ï and still  

it goes on; we are still learning, still pioneering, still 

teaching and still loving it.  

Now we are working with Neil Fuller, David Ward and 

Michael Harrington as the UKôs leading authority on  

biological farming for UK agriculture. Replicated trials 

are now confirming what we know ï  

BIOLOGY IS KING!  

Christmas 2013 at Bank House Hotel - Two very long tables now! 


